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Thanks to all of you who attended the Lone Star
Regional in Houston and helped us exceed the

goal of 3000 tables with 3052. | hope you had a
great time.

| continue to see newer players who have
their scores face up on the table. They try to
cover them in early rounds but inevitably
they will pass information to their

opponents. You will never see top players
doing this. Not only is it a way to get lower
scores, but it shows a lack of respect for the
game and your partner.

I'm interested in your feedback on this
newsletter, so please send your comments
to paulcuneo@sbcglobal.net.

Paul Cuneo
District 16 Director
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probably played against Johara and her regular
partner Bob Bashura.l hope everyone took the
opportunity to play in the recent Lone Star Regional
and | hope you all earned points. This month’s
person of interest is Johara Nour. If you play in
tournaments at Westside Bridge Academy or the
Bridge Club of Houston, you have probably played
against Johara and her regular partner Bob
Bashura.

Johara was born in Khartoum, Sudan to a Sudanese
father and an American mother. She grew up in
Sudan until she was 12 and then in Egypt.

Johara considers herself to have been very fortunate to live in and visit so many
countries in the world. She refers to herself as a global nomad because she has
called ten cities home.

Johara attended school in Khartoum and Cairo before she received her ‘O’ levels
(which is equivalent to a high school degree) when she attended a boarding
school in Lebanon. Johara also holds a Bachelor of Science from Bristol
University, England and PhD in Plant Biochemistry from Cambridge University,
England. She has worked as a research scientist, sixth grade science teacher,
and domestic engineer.

Johara met her husband, Kamal, when they were both students at Khartoum
University. They were friends for about 5 years, dated long-distance for 2 years
and married in 1985. The couple have two sons.

Kamal’s career took the family overseas for almost 20 years. They lived in Kuwait,
Nigeria and Thailand. When they moved to Nigeria, Johara decided that she
wanted to learn to do two things: play tennis and bridge. Johara figured with those
two skills, she could go anywhere in the world and find people who play these
games and make friends. Tennis only lasted about 4 years but she never stopped
playing bridge.



Her teacher in Nigeria, Bettyjane Luzietti, gave a few people lessons in her home
and then started a social bridge group. Johara was hooked. Bettyjane encouraged
Johara to begin playing with more advanced players; players from other countries
who played different conventions like Acol. Despite feeling very nervous, she took
Bettyjanes’s advice. In Kuwait, Johara played about twice a week at casual
duplicate games and it was there that she played in her first tournament with Mira
Haigh, who also played at Westside while she was living in Houston. In Thailand,
Johara played once a week in a social duplicate game.

In 2014, the family moved to Houston. After about 6 months Johara looked for a
place to play bridge and found Westside. She called and spoke to Bert Onstott,
who was very welcoming, and told her to come and play with an ambassador.
Johara met Bob Boshara through the ambassador program. Very quickly after that
they became permanent partners.

After playing for a few times and seeing the level of play, Johara decided that it
was time to join the ACBL and to take some formal lessons. She took a class
each with Joyce Ryan and Gary King. Taking these lessons and playing at
Westside she realized how little she knew about bidding and playing and how
much there is to learn.

According to Johara, “l enjoy the game so very much. | love that | am engaging
my brain, problem solving and communicating. Bridge has also been a great way
to meet new people and to make friends.”

In Houston, Johara volunteers when she can at the WorkFaith Connection. Johara
said, “This is an amazing organization which trains people on how to prepare,
apply for and find a job. These are people who have come out of homelessness,
prison or just having a hard time finding a job. Volunteering there has been so
very rewarding.”

If you or someone you know would be a good candidate for a future Person of
Interest column, please contact me at sisbjohnson@gmail.com.

Upcoming tournaments:
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Upcoming I/N Tournaments

Fort Western NLM CERA Recreational
Regional February 21 - 23, 2020 Complex, Fort Worth

499 NLM Sectional March 19 - March 22, ,

Houston 2020 Bridge Club of Houston
WBA 499 Sectional April 23 — 26, 202 Westside Bridge Academy

Better Bridge Habits

Tips from Eddie Wold

Developing good habits at the table is an important part of learning bridge. On Feb. 13 |
attended a party for Eddie Wold to celebrate his achievement of 75,000
masterpoints. Eddie offered some tips two of which are highlighted in Better
Bridge Habits below.

1. Your partner is your best friend. Be supportive of their actions at the
table and discuss any differences of opinion after the game is over.

| can't tell you how many times I've seen this violated. Too many of us can't wait
when a hand is over to criticize our partner for something they've done. Do you

think a partner who's been embarrassed will play the next board better? Take it

from Eddie and support your partner by treating them well.

2. You can't become a better player until you learn to evaluate your hand after an
initial HCP count. You must learn to re-evaluate after the opponents and partner
have made bids.

Take it from Eddie that this is a critical skill and it takes time to learn. Your hand
may increase in value dramatically with a fit and well placed honors or the
reverse.
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Eddie Kantar's Bridge Tips

When responding to a takeout double with 12+HCP, cuebid the opponent’s suit to
show a strong hand and then bid your suit(s) later. After the cuebid, any new suit
bid by you is forcing. Your cuebid is forcing to suit agreement or to game
whichever comes first.

You hold: S. KQxx H. AJxx D. Qxx C. xx

West North East South (you)

1C Dbl. Pass ?

Respond 2C to show a big hand (12+ HCP). You and partner can now bid four-
card suits up the line hoping to connect in a 4-4 major suit fit. If partner bids 2D,
bid 2H. If partner bids 2H or 2S, raise to game. The one who knows

goes! www.kantarbridge.com

Improved Declarer Play

Card Combinations

As declarer, many times the ability to make our contract depends on playing one
of the suits in a way that maximizes our chance to take tricks. The Official
Encyclopedia of Bridge by ACBL has a section on playing card

combinations. Here is a combination from the Encyclopedia that seems to occur
frequently:

A QXXX

J X

We can maximize our chances of 3 tricks by leading a small card towards the J. If
your right hand opponent rises with the King, you have your 3 tricks. If it loses to
the K on your left, play the Q and then the A. Overall there is a 93% chance of 3
tricks

If the J wins, play the small card to the Ace. If your right hand opponent has a
doubleton K, it will fall. If not, hope for a 3-3 split. Overall chance of 3 tricks when
the Jack wins is 56%.


http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=Si-2FOSHnD-2FUiaOw-2BnBDzf193W9Dzahl4vckHlugW4-2BkIYMUqKEapehaAADN6l7js-2FFOJt_JSL2m4JDQ3nwIeTlQHXGvsXMdFYKjNVyln9H8skjwSz3GzwqEERjUXu075anZ78Uiwy1JCb97aDl2L2KSdKGySm5v-2FGmUpO52hDaE6haUfukJJoZNIktheBaQ4HJWd-2F9vQzKw8ZggB8w-2BtSXzLiCFcIld9AezgoN34sKu9CKDH7WhSFQmWOaDBXimxdZyatZulkzhmP9Vqo5zNmSMPDCL2lfMbBM5mvAvTsK0SUjxaOKVjsYu-2BJTWKUYVw4hoAldIUJWmNG996U6E5HwtWfSGZeuNTuAelYIc3kQnaXxO8F-2BEt8QHrJ1jOUobr1qBZnwziZgaYqVcymSXc3GyZTlJcCGLoyOIIeHu65K-2FSCFipmJwOVWN9KpU09txAl5apy2McfYkNgiP7ITyPIQgMdMQXMdBzZDj5F-2FAEe4RIFWromd-2F-2Bcfwdw8-2BZjFphSk9W4HAU8s4yu3rZSWAjWfa2gKRL0oBgYJ7aBFEDxc4V2w1lU-3D

Demon Defense

The Rule of 11 — Eddie Kantar writes in his book “Modern Bridge Defense” about the “rule
of 11”. The rule requires that your side leads 4th best; Let's say partner leads the Spade
5 against 3NT. Subtract the size of the card your partner leads from 11 (11-5=6). 6 is the
key number. It tells you there are 6 cards higher than the 5 in the other 3 hands. You
count the number of cards higher than the 5 in the dummy and your own hand to know
how many cards declarer has that are higher than the 5. Here is an example with partner
leading the 5 against 3NT:

N —976
W - AQ854 E — J1083 (you)

S- K2
At trick 1, you play the 10 which loses to the King. The rule of 11 tells you that declarer
has only one card higher than the 5 and you've seen it. If you can gain the lead, you will
lead the suit and partner will take all of the rest in the suit. Remember that declarer can
also use the rule of 11, but that story is for another book. www.kantarbridge.com

Better Bidding

In his book “Double! New Meaning for an Old Bid” Mike Lawrence talks about negative
doubles. This is one of the conventions that in an important part of all the major bidding
systems. You can find lots of books and articles about negative doubles. Mike Lawrence

writes:
W N E S
1C 1D ?

How many hearts does East need to bid 1H? How about Spades?

East needs just 4 Hearts to bid 1H and similarly 4 Spades to bid 1S. East cannot double 1D
without at least 4 cards in each major suit. This means that East must bid with some poor
hands if he holds 4 cards in a major suit and has 6 HCP (High Card Points).


http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=Si-2FOSHnD-2FUiaOw-2BnBDzf193W9Dzahl4vckHlugW4-2BkIYMUqKEapehaAADN6l7js-2FlmE4_JSL2m4JDQ3nwIeTlQHXGvsXMdFYKjNVyln9H8skjwSz3GzwqEERjUXu075anZ78Uiwy1JCb97aDl2L2KSdKGySm5v-2FGmUpO52hDaE6haUfukJJoZNIktheBaQ4HJWd-2F9vQzKw8ZggB8w-2BtSXzLiCFcIld9AezgoN34sKu9CKDH7WhSFQmWOaDBXimxdZyatZulkzhmP9Vqo5zNmSMPDCL2lfMbBM5mvAvTsK0SUjxaOKVjsYu-2BJTWKUYVw4hoAldIUJWmNG996U6E5HwtWfSGdC0JmrKbUz4-2Fi2xY3cMEFBZSc-2FKCqgVbg9lKJcfPkQIpXSxH8DkT3XuHMEnSw0soQZyVsvRvEosLdjZtFPZ5fJLmkA5Y06X80embtN5lBIR4BoOzC5hQvSDSRkF695orb3rnkrSGn8vwqNnm-2FYManhqbWZSo-2FWgR4imFxb4hNnn1PCzQcJL2TZQob5tmm-2BpIVl2-2F9IQfVNSCRXMNxL1-2BUI-3D

Rule: 4 cards in both majors are needed to make a negative double of a 1D

overcall. www.michaelslawrence.com

Its the Law

Laws 48 thru 52 are about Penalty Cards. The following is from Duplicate
Decisions published by ACBL:

“48 - Exposure of Declarer’s Cards: Declarer is not subject to penalty for
exposing a card, and no card of declarer’'s hand or dummy’s hand ever
becomes a penalty card. Declarer is not required to play any card dropped
accidentally.

When declarer faces his cards:

a. After an opening lead out of turn has been faced, he has accepted the lead
and there is no penalty. Play continues with dummy as declarer.

b. After a lead out of turn but before it has been faced; declarer’s cards are
treated as exposed during the auction because the auction is not completed
until the lead is faced. (See Law 22B.)

C.Intentionally at any time other than immediately after an opening lead out of
turn, he may be deemed to have made a claim or concession of tricks and Law
68 applies. NOTE: When declarer intentionally plays a card, it cannot be
changed (even if the wrong card was pulled) unless provided for in Law 47.
Changes of mind are not permitted.

49 - Exposure of a Defender’s Cards: A card prematurely exposed, but not
led, becomes a penalty card:

1. When a defender holds it so that it is possible for the defender’s partner to
see it;

2. Or when it is named as being in the defender’s hand;

3. Or when it is played by the defender before he is legally entitled do so.
However, per the footnote to Law 68, when a defender makes a statement
about the trick currently in progress (such as saying “it does not matter what
you play” to a declarer who is pondering), cards exposed or revealed by a
defender do not become penalty cards. Law 16, Unauthorized Information,
however, may apply.

50 - Disposition of a Penalty Card:
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Definition of a Penalty Card: A card prematurely exposed (but not led — if
prematurely led, see Law 57) by a defender is a penalty card unless the
Director designates otherwise. (The Director should be called whenever this
happens.)

A minor penalty card is a single card 9 or lower and exposed by accident (as in
playing two cards to a trick or dropping one accidentally). It is not an
“accident,” however, if a player accidentally plays a club instead of a spade.
The following facts are true about a minor penalty card:

1. It must be left face up on the table.

2. It does not have to be played at its first legal opportunity.

3. It must be played before any other card, 9 or lower, of the same suit is
played.

4. It is permissible to lead or play a card, 10 or above, in the same suit before
playing the minor penalty card.

5. It is permissible to play another suit.

6. The offender’s partner is not subject to lead penalties, but Law 16 A,
Unauthorized Information, may apply.

A major penalty card is a single card, 10 or above, exposed accidentally, or
any card exposed through deliberate play (as in leading out of turn or
correcting a revoke), or two or more penalty cards (note that the same
defender cannot have two minor penalty cards) belonging to one defender.
The following facts are true about a major penalty card:

1. It must be left face up on the table immediately in front of the player to whom
it belongs until it is played or until an alternative option has been exercised.
2. It must be played at the first legal opportunity (leading, following suit,
discarding, ruffing). Declarer has no options when the player with the major
penalty card is on lead, it must be led.

3. The obligation to follow suit or to comply with a lead or play penalty takes
precedence over the obligation to play a penalty card.

4. When a player has a major penalty card, his partner may not lead to a new
trick until declarer states which, if any, of his three options he is selecting.

a. He may require the lead of the suit of the penalty card, just once, and all
penalty cards in the suit are returned to the player’s hand.

b. He may prohibit the lead of the suit of the penalty card for as long as the
partner retains the lead, and all penalty cards in the suit are returned to the
player’s hand.



c. Declarer may choose to allow the offender’s partner to lead any suit, in
which case the penalty card(s) stays on the table and the partner leads
anything.

5. Except for the fact that the offender must play the penalty card, other
information arising from exposing the card is unauthorized to the offender’s
partner. An example is that the partner may not use the knowledge to help
place other cards unless he has that knowledge from the auction or the play up
to that point. NOTE: When cards are returned to a defender’s hand after being
major penalty cards, there are no further restrictions on the offender unless he
still has penalty cards in another suit. However, information arising from seeing
the card(s) is unauthorized information to the offender’s partner until such
information becomes available from legal sources, such as the play of the
cards.

51 - Two or More Penalty Cards

1. If a defender has two or more penalty cards that can legally be played to the
current trick, the declarer may designate which card shall be played.

2. If a defender has two or more penalty cards in one suit when it is his
partner’s turn to lead, declarer may:

a. Require the lead of that suit. Defender’s cards are no longer penalty cards.
He may pick them up and make any legal play.

b. Prohibit the lead of that suit. Defender’s cards are no longer penalty cards.
He may pick them up and make any legal play.

c. Allow the lead of any suit, in which case the cards remain penalty cards.

3. If a defender has penalty cards in more than one suit when it is his partner’s
turn to lead, declarer may:

a. Require the lead of one of the suits in which there is a penalty card.
Defender’s cards in that suit are no longer penalty cards. He may pick them up
and make any legal play subject to the restrictions on any remaining cards.

b. Prohibit the lead of one or more of the suits. Defender’s cards in that suit
(those suits) are no longer penalty cards. He may pick them up and make any
legal play, subject to the restrictions on any remaining cards.

52 Failure to Lead or Play a Penalty Card: When a defender fails to lead or
play a penalty card as directed by Laws 50 or 51, he may not, on his own
initiative, withdraw any other card he played. When a defender plays a card
from his hand rather than his major penalty card:



1. Declarer may accept the play. (The un-played penalty card remains a
penalty card)

2. Declarer must accept the play if he has subsequently played from his own
hand or dummy. (The un-played penalty card remains a penalty card)

3. Declarer may require the defender to substitute the penalty card for the
card illegally played or led. Every card illegally led or played by the defender in
the course of committing the irregularity becomes a major penalty card.



