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From the Editor  

  

  

  

  Help Please! 

 

I'm looking for people who are willing to spend a few 

minutes a day helping to promote bridge through social 

media.  If you're willing to help and would like access to 

lots of good bridge material, please send me an e-

mail.  I'd really like to get a few people from each of our 

18 Units in D16.  Thanks in advance!!! 

My address is paulcuneo@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

I'm interested in your feedback on the newsletter, so 

please send your comments 

to paulcuneo@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Paul Cuneo 

District 16 Director 
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From Unit 174 - Susan Banks 

  

  

  

   The Unit put on a great tournament this past weekend.  It 

was nice to be inside, since the dog days of summer are 

upon us. 

  

This month’s person of interest has been playing bridge 

off and on since college – sound familiar.  But Russel 

(Brad) Chandler does it better than most.  Since Brad 

started playing bridge he has been in the top 5 in each 

year’s Mini-McKinney competition.  He is currently on 

top in the 100 to 200 point category. 

 

Brad was born and raised in Atlanta, GA.  He 

graduated from Georgia Tech, where he met his wife 

of 47 years, Laura, who is also a bridge player.   

  

  
 

 

  

  
They have two daughters and four grandsons.  In addition to a degree in Chemical 

Engineering, Brad has an MBA from Loyola in Chicago. 

  

Brad is a self-admitted travel junkie.  Having visited all 50 states and 63, yes 63, other 

countries, I just had to ask where he would like to go next.  His immediate response, 

Tanzania and the Serengeti or Mongolia.  Brad also stays in shape by playing tennis three 

times a week and bicycling. 

  

  



Brad also gives back to the community.  He has installed water systems in Cuba with 

Living Waters through his church; accessed Harvey homes for restoration with Eight Days 

of Hope and is a facilitator for Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. As Brad said, 

“They are all a way to give back. I have been very blessed.” 

  

When it comes to bridge, Brad thinks it is the best game for 4 people ever invented.  Since 

he plays at the Clear Lake Club, he has taken multiple classes from Dave Glandorf. 

According to Brad, every hand is like a puzzle that needs to be figured out.  Something he 

is obviously does well.   

  

  

  
Better Bridge Habits 

  

  

  

  Anticipate 

 

Developing good habits at the table is an important part of learning bridge.  This month I want 

to focus on anticipating the play.  A common example is that you are defending a contract and 

declarer is running a 5 card suit.  You follow with your two cards in the suit and watch as 

partner follows as well.  You know that declarer will continue to run the suit.  Have you 

estimated declarer’s distribution and likely number of tricks?  Partner’s? Have you planned 

your 3 discards and the messages you want partner to receive from them?  Learning to think 

about these questions early let’s you make a planned response, which is always better than 

just reacting at the time. 

Practice and you'll improve tempo and partnership communications!!! 

  

  

  

  
Eddie Kantar's Tip 

  

  

  

  When partner bids two suits and you have an equal number of cards in each suit, 

take partner back to the first suit even if it means increasing the level.  

  



 

Just do it! 

 

You hold:  S- Axxx   H-K10x   D-Jxx  C- xxx   

 

Partner     You 

1D            1S 

2H            ? 

 

Bid 3D.  Raising hearts or passing partner's reverse, a one round force, is not to be 

discussed in mixed company.   www.kantarbridge.com 

  

  

  
Improved Declarer Play 

  

  

  

  Card Combinations 

 

As declarer, many times the ability to make our contract depends on playing one of the 

suits in a way that maximizes our chance to take tricks.  The Official Encyclopedia of 

Bridge by ACBL has a section on playing card combinations.  Here is a combination from 

the Encyclopedia that I had in a recent club game: 

 

            A 10 x x x 

 

            K x x 

 

Play the K and then finesse the 10 unless an honor appears.  You have an 82% chance 

of 4 tricks. If you play K and then A, there is a 7% chance of 5 tricks with the QJ being a 

doubleton. 

  

  

  

  
Demon Defense 

  

  

http://www.kantarbridge.com/


  

  Third Hand Play - Eddie Kantar writes in his book “Modern Bridge Defense” about 

what to do when you are third hand and play before the dummy.  “When forcing 

out a higher card from dummy, play the lower of equals.” 

 

                        N – A 8 4 (Dummy) 

  

W – K 10 9 (you)           E – Q 5 3 2 (Partner) 

  

                        S – J 7 6 

 

Partner has won a trick and switches to this suit by playing the 2 and declarer plays the 6.  Don’t 

even think about playing the 10!  If you do, you deny the 9.   

 

www.kantarbridge.com 

  

  
  

  
Bidding Tips 

  

  

  

  A book worth owning and reading is “A Treasury of Bridge Tips” by Eddie Kantar.  In it he 

offers the following advice: 

 

“With 4-4 in the majors, respond 1H to a minor suit opening bid.  With 5-5 in the majors, 

respond in the higher ranking suit (spades) first.” www.kantarbridge.com 

 

I was playing in a club game recently when an experienced player violated this rule and bid 

hearts first with 5-5 in the majors.  They ultimately played in 3NT going down 2 when 4S was 

cold.  His partner could not believe he had 5 spades when hearts was the first response.  
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Its the Law 

  

  

  

  
Newer player frequently encounter bids by their opponents which seem strange and 

are alerted by the opponents.  When this happens, it is natural to want to understand 

what is happening, but it is not always wise or appropriate to ask during the 

auction.  A good rule to follow is: "If understanding what a bid means will not affect 

whether or not you will bid, wait until the auction is over to ask your question." 

 

Asking when you have no intention of bidding can cause bad things to happen: 

1.  You might help the opponents clear up a bidding misunderatanding 

2.  You might draw partner's attention to a particular suit in which you have interest 

and if partner leads it, be accused of inappropriate communication. 

 

Law 73 Inappropriate Communication Between Partners 

Duplicate Decisions addresses these issues as follows: 

“Partners shall not communicate through the manner in which calls or plays are made, 

through extraneous remarks or gestures, or through questions asked or not asked of the 

opponents, through Alerts and explanations given or not given to them. To do so is an 

infraction of the Laws. 

The gravest possible offense against the Proprieties is for a partnership to exchange 

information through prearranged methods of communication other than those sanctioned 

by these Laws. A guilty partnership risks expulsion from the sponsoring organization.” 

 

 


