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  From the Editor    
  

  

  
San Antonio is hosting the District's first Non Life Master Regional 

Aug. 3- 6.  You can find the 

flyer here: http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2016/08/1608107.p

df 

 

Since this is the first NLM Regional, the tournament sponors would 

like to get a feel on attendance.  Please send an e-mail to Debbie 

Schweiss and let her know if you plan to attend. 

 

debschweiss@satx.rr.com 

 

Last year the ACBL Board increased the Gold Point award percentage 

for these NLM regionals from a maximum of 10% to 25%.  To win any 

Gold points the following criteria must be met: 

 

1.  Events must be 2 sessions or more as in Open regionals.  NO Gold 

for single sessions.   

 

2.  For pairs or traditional Swiss teams, you must finish in the overall 

awards in the "A" strat.  Or at pairs by having a Section Top. 

 

3.  Bracketed Swiss with be as for an Open event, but the Gold points 

will be capped at 25% of the award. 
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I'm interested in your feedback, so please send your comments 

to paulcuneo@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Paul Cuneo 

District 16 Education Chair  

  
 

  

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  

  From Unit 174 - Sheryl Thomas   
  

  

  Hi Everyone, 

It's July, a time for hot fun in the summer time!!! Oh yeah, throw in a lot of bridge too!!  July is 

my favorite month because it's my birthday month and a time to celebrate freedom and 

independence.  Let the fireworks begin!! 

 

Just a recap of our Nearly Summer Sectional Tournament and all of our overall winners!! 

 

Friday PM-299rs   20.5 tables 

James & Janet Soller  65.77% 

Friday PM 49rs  8 tables 

Paul & Sally Akelson.  61.5% 

 

Saturday AM-299rs  15 tables 

Darlyn Dusek & Bebe Walker. 58.52% 

Saturday  AM-49rs   9 tables 

Trisha Baird & Kandy Westmoreland   74.6%  (Wow!!) 

Saturday  PM-299rs  12 tables 

Jan Pasternak & Nancy Nichols   62.8% 

Saturday PM-49rs  5 tables 

Gloria Ventress & Munis Syed. 64.38% 
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A reminder, look for me or Al to have your picture taken so we can show all just how amazing 

you are!!  We never want to leave anyone out!! 

 

Looking forward to everyone coming out for the August Sectional the 11-14th @ the 

Westchase Marriott.   Don't miss it!! 

 

It's time for another great instructor!!  I'm pleased to introduce Joyce Ryan to those who are 

unaware of this dynamic player,  lecturer and instructor.  With much enthusiasm, Ms. Joyce 

Ryan's biography. 

 

I was born and raised in Iowa City ,Iowa where I first learned to play bridge.  I learned to play 

bridge at the age of nine, when my mother taught me and five of my little friends to play bridge 

in the kitchen of our home.  My parents and siblings played cards from the time I can 

remember. It was a family activity on the weekends before the age of cable TV and the 

internet. 

I teach classes at St. Martin's Episcopal Church on the corner of Woodway and Sage and at 

the West Bridge Academy.  I typically teach four classes each term as well as holding 

Supervised Play class each Monday afternoon.  My partners at Supervised Play are Maureen 

Wittles and Victor Sitton.  I usually have about 100 students in my classes as well as 18-20 

tables in supervised play each Monday.  My teaching assistant is Ann Harvey.  Ann and I 

have worked together for many years!  Together we can teach up to eight tables of students, 

but the beginning classes are limited to six tables. 

We started teaching and directing on cruise ships in 2003.  Bridge had helped us see the 

world!!   My teaching experience was as a classroom teacher and then elementary school 

principal.  I spent the last years teaching college classes and instructional techniques, so I 

feel comfortable teaching bridge. 

Teaching and playing bridge have been a wonderful way to meet new people.  My favorite 

partner and special friend is David Henke and he started out as my new bridge partner!  He 

has helped me reach my rank as Sapphire Life Master with about 4000 MPS. 

Students would describe my classes as fun, pleasant and joyful with clear, 

concise  information that is easy and understandable to remember. 

For me teaching is a labor of love !! 



 

Thanks to you Joyce for the wonderful biography!!! 

Until next month!! 

Happy Bidding ♣♦♥♠ 

  

  

  

Darlyn and Bebe 

  

  

  

  

  

Jim and Janet Soller 

  

  

  



  

Nancy and Jan 

  

  
 

  

Joyce Ryan 

  



  
 

  

  Better Bridge Habits   
  

  

  Anticipate 

 

Developing good habits at the table is an important part of learning bridge.  This month I want 

to focus on anticipating your next bid.  

 

As you evaluate your hand, start to think about your initial bid.  If you have an opening hand, 

plan what you will rebid in an uncontested auction in response to partner’s responses.  That 

way unless there is a skip bid, you are ready to bid in tempo.  

 

If you are in 3rd or 4th seat, plan your bids in case partner opens the bidding at the 1 

level.  Plan whether you will make an overcall if the opponents bid.  If your initial bid is pass, 

plan what bids you might make in case either partner or the opponents open.  

 

Repeat this process for every round of bidding and you’ll find it much easier to bid in tempo. 

  

  

  

  Eddie Kantar's Tip   
  

  

  NT Response to a takeout double 

 

A 1NT response to a takeout double shows 6-10 HCP.  A 2NT response to a takeout double 

shows 10-12.  Some 10 point hands are better than others because of strong intermediates. You 

cannot be a slave to point count. Intermediates count! 

 

Notrump responses to a takeout double guarantee at least one stopper (hopefully two), in the 

opponent’s suit.   www.kantarbridge.com 
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  Improved Declarer Play   
  

  

  Card Combinations 

 

As declarer, many times the ability to make our contract depends on playing one of the suits in a 

way that maximizes our chance to take tricks.  The Official Encyclopedia of Bridge by ACBL has a 

section on playing card combinations.  Here is a combination from the Encyclopedia that I had in a 

recent tournament: 

 

            A K J x x x x x 

 

             x 

 

Play the A and then the K.  You have a 53% chance of 8 tricks which is 8% better than 

finessing.  If you only need 7 tricks, finesse the Jack in case East is void.  95% chance of 7 tricks 

  

  

  

  Demon Defense   
  

  

  Third Hand Play  – Eddie Kantar writes in his book “Modern Bridge Defense” about what to do 

when you win the trick as third hand.  If you choose to return partner’s suit, give count by leading 

back as follows: 

With 2 remaining cards lead the higher 

With 3 cards return the lowest 

With more than 3 cards, return your original 4th best. 

With an honor sequence return the higher  www.kantarbridge.com 

  

  
  

  Bidding Tips   
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  Pearson’s Rule 

 

In his book “The Complete Guide to Passed Hand Bidding” Mike Lawrence states : “A rule 

was formulated many years ago by one of my early partners, Don Pearson.  Widely known as 

Pearson’s rule, his rule for 4th seat openers was this: Add your high card points together with 

1 point for each spade in your hand to get your Pearson points.  If you have 15 or more 

Pearson points, open the bidding.  Otherwise you tend to pass.”  www.michaelslawrence.com  

 

I’ve used Pearson’s rule for years and found it to be very effective.  The exceptions usually 

occur when you are short in spades, but otherwise have a very good offensive or defensive 

hand.  With these, I’ll open anyway.  Be careful about violating Pearson’s rule by opening with 

12 or 13 HCP where a lot of your HCP are from Queens and Jacks and you have 1 or 2 

spades.  Frequently you’ll end up with a negative score either by bidding your suit too high or 

the opponents making a spade contract. PLC 

  

  

  

  Its the Law   
  

  

  Unauthorized Information 

Most new players understand they are required to bid in tempo.  Many have a 

misunderstanding that “as long as my partner makes a bid, I can do what I choose even 

though it there was a long hesitation”.  As you can see from the following, the Law places 

an ethical burden on the partner of the huddler when this occurs.  Here’s an excellent 

article on the subject:  http://www.jeff-goldsmith.org/bridge/talks/UITalk.html 

 

ACBL’s Duplicate Decisions explains Law 16 on Unauthorized Information: 

“NOTE: Players are authorized to base their actions on information from legal calls and 

plays; and illegal calls and plays that are accepted; and from the mannerisms of their 

opponents. Players may take into account their current score, the traits of their opponents 

or any tournament regulation. No player may base a call or play on other extraneous 

information. 

Extraneous information from partner:  After a player makes extraneous information 
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available to his partner by an action such as a remark, a question, a reply to a question, 

an unmistakable hesitation, unusual speed, special emphasis, tone, gesture, movement, 

mannerism, an unexpected alert or failure to alert or any other action that suggests a call, 

lead or plan of play, the partner may not choose from among logical alternative actions 

one that could have demonstrably been suggested over another by the extraneous 

information. If the director is called before the recipient of the unauthorized information 

takes action, he should instruct the recipient to ignore the information and tell the 

opponents to call him back after the play if they feel the opponents have gained an 

advantage. 

1. At ACBL sanctioned events, competitors may now announce that they reserve the right 

to summon the Director when extraneous information may have been made available. 

There is no penalty for calling the Director early. 

2. When a player feels an opponent has taken action that could have been suggested by 

such information, he should call the Director when play ends. Again, it is not an infraction 

to call the Director earlier or later. The use of the word “DEMONSTRABLY” is intended to 

remove from consideration logical alternatives that are not obviously suggested over 

another by the unauthorized information. The Director should not change a result unless 

the action chosen can be shown (demonstrated) to have been suggested. The actions that 

will now be removed by Law have to be suggested in an obvious, easily understood way 

— it must be readily apparent rather than a product of some subtle bridge argument. 

 

Steps in dealing with unauthorized, extraneous information such as tempo variation (e.g., 

huddles). 

1. Was there unauthorized information available? Was there a huddle? If yes, proceed. 

2. Were the opponents damaged? If yes, proceed. 

3. Were there logical alternatives to the call chosen by the partner of the huddler? 

(Remember that a logical alternative is a call that, among the class of players involved, 

would be given serious consideration by a significant number of such players.) If yes, 

proceed. 

4. Could the extraneous information demonstrably suggest the call chosen over a likely 

less successful logical alternative(s). Is it obvious? Is it readily apparent? Is it easily 

understood? If yes, proceed. 

5. Assign an adjusted score.” 

 


