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If you missed the fall NABC in San 

Diego, you missed quite a show.  No, 

not ñMy Fair Little Old Lady,ò a 

spoof on ñMy Fair Ladyò that was 

truly a hoot, but the show put on by 

District 16 players.  We (the imperial 

ñwe,ò that is) had five firsts and four 

seconds in NABC events! 
 

Mike Passell of Plano won not one, 

but two events: the Senior K-O 

Teams and the North American 

Swiss. Am I surprised? Hardly.  

Mike is #2 on the ACBLôs list of 

masterpoint holders with 63,238 

(more than 8,000 points ahead of 

third place!), and was recently in-

ducted into the ACBLôs Hall of 

Fame.  The Senior K-O was six days 

and the NA Swiss was three, but the 

nationals are only ten days long.  Do 

the math:  Mike won the only two 

NABC events he had the time to play 

in!  Letôs give him a hand.  No, two! 
 

Bob Hamman of Dallas won the 

Reisinger Board-A-Match Teams for 

the twelfth (!) time.  Bobôs team has 

such a monopoly on the team events 

at the NABCs the other teams are 

urging Congress to pass legislation 

to end Bobôs monopoly on the Van-

derbilt, Spingold and Reisinger.  

Apparently, thereôs no other way to 

stop him!  Congratulations, Bob, on 

another major victory. 
 

Bart Bramley, also of Dallas, won 

the Blue Ribbon Pairs, the prestige 

pair event at the fall NABC.  346 star

-studded pairs contested the event.  

Bart and his partner had played to-

gether only once before and on that 

occasion won the von Zedtwitz Life 

Master Pairs, the banner pair event at 

the summer NABC.  That makes 

Bart one of only a handful of players 

to win both premiere NABC pair 

events.  Hereôs to Bart on this won-

derful accomplishment. 
  

Shawn Quinn won the Life Master 

Womenôs Pairs.  You may have no-

ticed that I did not identify Shawnôs 

home town.  Thatôs because sheôs 

been living in Poland and is moving 

to Switzerland.  Still, Shawn has 

maintained her District 16 affiliation 

as her ñhome away from home.ò  

Being out of the country and away 

from bridge has obviously not hurt 

her game!  Congrats, Shawn! 
 

Hemant Lall of Dallas had two sec-

onds in San Diego, one in the first 

event (the Nail Life Master Open 

Pairs) and one in the last (the North 

American Swiss Teams).  Hemant 

was playing with his son, Justin, who 

was once a District 16 denizen, but 

now lives in New York.  What a 

thrill that must be: having success at 

the table with your offspring!  Weôre 

proud of them both. 
 

Tobi Sokolow of Austin was second 

in the Womenôs Board-A-Match.  

Being second can be the best of 

times (coming from nowhere) or the 

worst (youôre leading and lose your 

last match).  Going into the last 

round, Tobiôs team was three boards 

behind two other teams.  The only 

way to finish second was to win all 

three boards and hope one of the 

leaders lost all three-- and thatôs just 

what happened!  (No, they werenôt 

playing each other).  According to 

Tobi, this runner-up finish felt more 

like a win.  Good job, honey! 
 

Gerrie Owen and Leonard Schaen of 

Dallas were second in the 0-5,000 

Blue Ribbon Pairs, a two-day event 

for players with less than 5,000 mas-

terpoints.  A monster 62% game in 

the first final session, coupled with a 

55% game at night, propelled them 

from 22nd place after the first day all 

the way to second.  In fact, they al-

most won the whole enchilada.  Way 

to go, guys! 
  

Several District 16 players had top 

ten finishes in NABC events.  In the 

LM Open Pairs, Chris Compton, 

Dallas, was third, and Dan Morse, 

Houston, and Ira Hessel, San Anto-

nio, ended up sixth.  Peggy Suther-

lin, Dallas, was fourth in the 

Womenôs BAM.  Tobi Sokolow took 

seventh in the NA Swiss.  In the LM 

Womenôs Pairs, Lynn Baker, Austin, 

finished eighth.  In the Open BAM, 

Robert Morris, Houston, was tenth.  

And in the 0-5,000 BR Pairs, Jona-

than Holmes, Houston, was sixth.  

Congratulations one and all! 
 

The Spring NABC will be held in 

Reno from March 11-21.  Reno has a 

lot to offer, and Iôm not just talking 

bridge.  There are casinos galore for 

those who like to gamble.  Renoôs 

proximity to Lake Tahoe means that 

fabulous skiing, hiking and luxuriant 

natural beauty are a mere stoneôs 

throw from your hotel.  So no matter 

what you proclivities, Reno has 

something for you.  Just in case I 

donôt see you there, a happy, healthy 

and satisfying new year to you and 

all your loved ones! 
 

304.14 Mike Passell, Las Vegas NV 

270.16 Bob Hamman, Dallas  

245.04 Hemant Lall, Dallas  

227.80 Bart Bramley, Dallas  

158.64 Tobi Sokolow, Austin  

138.95 Chris Compton, Dallas  
108.12 John Mohan, Huixquilucan MX 

98.88 Peggy Sutherlin, Dallas  

91.48 Eddie Wold, Houston   
80.85 Dan Morse, Houston  
75.54 Venkatrao Koneru, San Antonio  

66.77 Ira Hessel, San Antonio  

57.18 Nagy Kamel, Plano  
55.20 Greg Hinze, San Antonio  

49.56 Gerrie Owen, Dallas  
 

Nail Life Master Pairs                            
2. Justin Lall, New York NY; He-

mant Lall, Dallas  

3.Chris Compton, Dallas  

6. Dan Morse, Houston ; Ira Hessel, 

San Antonio  

22. Greg Hinze, San Antonio; Nagy 

Kamel, Plano  

28. Venkatrao Koneru, San Antonio  

37. Bart Bramley, Dallas  

44. Buddy Hanby, Spring  

 

Life Master Womenôs Pairs  

1. Shawn Quinn 

8. Lynn Baker, Austin  

24. Joan Jackson, Dallas  

 Passell Wins NA Swiss & Senior KO; Hamman Wins Reisinger; 

Bramley Wins Blue Ribbon Pairs; Shawn Quinn Wins LM Womenôs 

Pairs; Lots of Seconds! 

 Wonderful San Diego The 

weather was 70ôs in the daytime and 

60ôs in the evening.  The Manches-

ter Grand Hyatt was great, good 

lighting, lot of room and all in one 

location. The food service was ex-

pensive but there were plenty of 

places you could walk to or a short 

taxi ride that were fine. The Tourna-

ment was a success with 12927 

tables, more than anticipated. The 

tournament chairs Ken Monzingo 

and Bonnie Bagley and there volun-

teers did a great job.  Special con-

gratulations goes to  Peter Rank for 

his production of My Fair Little Old 

Lady that  was available for 4 nights 

and got rave reviews.  Also a read-

ing by Gary M. Pomerantz with an 

enactment of the shooting of Jack 

Bennett was very well done. By the 

way, if you have not read his book, 

ñThe Devilôs Ticketsò, I strongly 

recommend it. 
 

Management recommendation for 

the site of the 2014 Spring NABC 

to be in Dallas, TX March 20-31 

was approved by the Board. 
 

Membership October continued the 

strong pattern of 2009 with a net 

gain of 623 members. Total gains 

for the ten months=3039.  District 

16 has done its part with an increase 

of 702 members and a net increase 

of about 290-300 members. The 

districts who use the Cooperative 

Advertising Program the most are 

the ones with the largest increase in 

membership. The ACBL is creating 

Branded Radio ñspotò templates, 

which will be offered to clubs, 

teachers, units for personalization 

so they can place them at their local 

radio stations. A portion of the radio 

ad fees would qualify for the Coop-

erative Advertising reimbursements. 

The number of ournament tables is 

increasing and with our rising mem-

bership,  I expect tables to be up 

again  next year.  
 

Real Estate The target date for the 

new building in Horn Lake, Miss. is 

March 8, with the Library and Hall 

of Fame to be ready about a month 

later. Management is very pleased 

with the new building and hopes 

that anyone visiting the area will 

stop by once it is finished. 
 

Finance The ACBL is in good 

shape financially, despite both 2009 

and 2010 being budgeted a loss. To 

keep the loss in 2010 under $70,000 

the Board approved the following 

increases in fees. 

  1. Membership dues will be in-

creased for $35 to $37 which is the 

first increase in 4-5 years. Life Mas-

ter Service charges are increased 

from $32 to $34. New member fees 

are increased from $26 to $28. The 

new member fee will take effect 1-1

-11. The other fees will start 4-1-10. 

2. Tournament directorôs fees will 

increase by 8% effective 4-1-10. 
 

Learn to play bridge Due to popu-

lar demand, the Learn to Play 

Bridge software has been reprinted 

on CD format. The CDs are now 

again available for teachers and 

clubs to use as a handout tool to 

help encourage and promote learn-

ing how to play the game of bridge. 
 

AARP The ACBL had a booth at 

the AARP convention. There were 

24,100 attendees during the 3 day 

event and it is estimated that 25% of 

the attendees paid a visit to the 

ACBL booth. The ACBL has cre-

ated a tradeshow strategy plan and 

if anyone knows of a large trade 

show you think we would be inter-

ested in, let me or the ACBL know. 
 

The ACBL now has a Facebook 

page and Twitter account if anyone 

would like to join. 
 

Election of the ACBL president will 

be moved to the fall meeting from 

the summer meeting. 
 

A motion was passed that the 0-

5000 Mini-Blue Ribbon Pairs be 

increased from four sessions to six 

sessions  concurrent with the Blue 

Ribbon Pairs. 

 

ACBL Honorary members of the 

year (2010) are Warren Buffet and 

Bill Gates, a very good selection in 

my opinion. These guys have gener-

ated lots of publicity for bridge over 

the last several years. 

 

The minimum number of boards 

required for a Newcomer Game has 

been reduced to 6, which will help 

teachers when then give lessons to 

new players. 

The Board eliminated the require-

ment to pre-alert 5 card weak 2ôs,  6 

card 3 level pre-empts and undisci-

plined pre-empts. No one was doing 

this and it was not being enforced. 
 

2010 will be a good year for bridge. 

We have 3 good NABCôs, Reno in 

March, New Orleans in July and 

Orlando in November.  We also 

have an Open World Championship 

in Philadelphia Oct 1-16. 
 

I plan to attend all 4 and will be 

looking forward to seeing as many 

of you as can make it to these great 

tournaments. 
 

All the best 
 

Dan 

David Sokolow 

Senior NABC 

Correspondent 

Dan Morse   

District 16  

Representative   

Sternberg Women's B-A-M 

2. Tobi Sokolow, Austin  

4. Peggy Sutherlin, Dallas  

Open Board A Match Teams 

10. Robert Morris, Houston  

20/22 Bart Bramley - Chris Compton, 

Dallas  

20/22 Mark Feldman, Austin  

23/24 Bob Hamman, Dallas  

23/24 Eddie Wold, Houston  

41.Justin Lall, NY; Hemant Lall 

42/43 Venkatrao Koneru, San Antonio  

0-5000 Blue Ribbon 

2. Gerrie Owen-Leonard Schaen, Dal-

las  

National Swiss  

1. Mike Passell, Las Vegas NV 

2.Justin Lall, NY; Hemant Lall, Dallas  

7. Tobi Sokolow, Austin  

18. Peggy Sutherlin - Petra Hamman,  

22. Greg Hinze, San Antonio ; Nagy 

Kamel, Plano  

25. Eddie Wold, Houston  

Blue Ribbon Pairs  

1. Bart Bramley, Dallas  

17. Venkatrao Koneru, San Antonio  

20. Bob Hamman, Dallas  

30. Dan Morse, Houston  

46. Buddy Hanby, Spring  

49. Ira Hessel, San Antonio  

64.Jack Lacy, Lago Vista;James 

Thurtell, Dallas  

70. Peggy & John Sutherlin, Dallas  

75. Tobi Sokolow, Austin  

Reisinger B-A-M Teams 

1. Bob Hamman, Dallas  

Bart Bramley Bob Hamman Shawn Quinn Mike Passell 

Read the Scorecard 

On-Line?  
 

If you would be willing to read the 

Scorecard on the District website, 

you may opt not to have a paper 

copy mailed to you.  Also, if you 

receive two copies at your address 

and would be satisfied with one, 

you may opt to receive only one. 
 

To opt out of receiving a paper 

copy of the Scorecard, send an e-

mail to BertOnstott@comcast.net, 

providing your name, address and 

ACBL #.  This will help the district 

save money on ever increasing 

printing and mailing costs.   

mailto:BertOnstott@comcast.net
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DISTRICT 16 TOURNAMENTS  
 

JANUARY  

Austin  (14)     7-10 

Austin D16 NAOP (14)    9-10 

ALBUQUERQUE REGIONAL (Nov. page 2) 18-24 

San Antonio (Nov. page 6)   15-18 

Harlingen (15)     22-24 

Richardson (Nov. page 3)    21-24 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

HOUSTON REGIONAL (16)   1-7 

Ajijic Mx      11-14 

San Miguel Allende     12-14 

Grapevine (7)     12-14 

Rockport (8)     19-21 

San Angelo (12)    19-21 

Beaumont  (12)     25-28 

Temple (14)     26-28 

Galveston (n/c cruise)    28-3/7 

   MARCH  
 

IXTAPAN DE LA SAL    2-7  

Austin 0-100     6-7 

Lubbock (9)     5-7 

McAllen (15)     5-7  

Richardson (9)     4-7 

Houston 0-100     6-7 

RENO NATIONALS     11-21 

Austin NLM     20-21 

Austin (12)     25-28 

APRIL  
 

Kerrville     8-11 

Athens     22-24 

Houston     23-25 

MAY  
 

Arlington NLM     1-2 

Houston NLM     7-9 

Richardson     27-31 

GNT      30-31 
 

JUNE 

Austin NLM     5-6 

Fort Worth     4-6 

San Antonio     3-6 

Houston     11-13 

Midland     11-13 

Spring 0-300     25-27 

SCORECARD   

All advertising and copy should be sub
-mitted to the editor by the first  and 
sixth days of the month, respectively, 
preceding publication. Advertising 
rates available from the editor upon 
request. Pictures should be in digital 
format. For replies, include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.  

 
Editors 

Executive: Ira  & Ellen Hessel 
Managing: Ellen Hessel 

GNT/NAOP Reporter: Ira Hessel  

National Reporter: David Sokolow  

 
The Scorecard Committee 

Donna Compton, Chair 

Scott Humphrey 

Annette McCarty 
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Moving? Subscribers:  

Send address changes to:  

ACBL Data Processing Dept.   

2990 Airways Blvd.  

     Memphis, TN  38116-3847  

 
Send copy photos & announcements 

to:  Email: ihessel@satx.rr.com   

DEADLINE for  

Merch/April Issue  

Announcements: Feb .1st  

Articles, Columns: Feb.. 6th 

Copy must be typed.  

E-mail to ihessel@satx.rr.com  

Pictures must  be digital.   

Unit Column Announcement Results Pictures 

172 San Antonio 3  3 Next issue 

174 Houston 3 16 3, 3-4 4 

176  Dallas 6 5,5 6 6-7 

183 Fort Western 7 7 7 7 

187 Corpus Christi 8 8 8 8 

197 Lubbock 9 9   

201 Beaumont 9 12 9-10 11 

204 Fort Concho 12 12   

207  Texas Capital  12 12   

209 Permian Basin 13     

224 Abilene 13  13 13 

225 East Texas 14   14 

233 Central Texas 14 14   

237 Magic Valley 15 15. 15 15 15 

353 Wichita Falls 15    

During the Humble Halloween tourna-

ment, Houston honored Eric Snow for 

his long and decorous service to Unit 

174, by naming a day for him and giv-

ing everybody some cake. Eric chaired 

many regionals, sectionals and two of 

the best Nationals ever! (Houston is 

who ACBL recommends you call when 

you have never hosted a National. 

Theyôve sent their ñbookò on how to 

run a successful tournament to many, 

many districts.)  Eric served on the unit 

board for nine years and was district 

board representative for too many years 

to count as well as serving as president 

of both District 16 and Unit 174 many 

times.  Toni says he is  a terrific bridge 

partner to boot!   Additionally, he has 

always given free financial advice to 

Unit 174 and District 16.   Eric was the 

guy who always stayed after every 

tournament to load all of the equipment 

into storage crates. He even helped  

 Short sleeves and shorts were in 

order for the Fall National in San 

Diego, California. The weather was 

cool and balmy and was a perfect 

setting for this tournament. 

 

TABLE COUNT:  The table count 

for this tournament was approxi-

mately 12,927. In comparison, the 

Fall National in Boston of 2008, was 

10,636!!! Apparently, the weather 

was indeed a factor!!!  

  

PRESIDENT ACBL: The new 

ACBL President from District 25, 

will be Richard DeMartino for 2010. 

Many thanks go to outgoing Presi-

dent, Jerry Fleming of New Mexico.

  

MEMBERSHIP:  ACBL's current 

membership is approximately 

162,161 with an 11% increase when 

compared to last year.   

  

ELECTION OF ACBL PRESI-

DENT: The election of the ACBL 

President will now take place at the 

Fall National Tournament. Pres-

ently, the President was being 

elected at the Summer Nationals and 

he/she had to wait six months to 

assume their post in January. 

  

CONDITION OF CONTEST: Ef-

fective 2011-2012, the North  

American Pairs Flight B stratifica-

tion will be raised to 2500 points. 

  

DUES: Effective  April 2010, Mem-

bership dues will be increased from 

$35 to $37. Life Master service 

charges are increased from $32 to 

$34. Household membership dues 

are increased from $64 to $68. Jun-

ior membership dues are increased 

from $14 to $15 and New member 

membership dues will increase from 

$26 to $28. . 

  

DALLAS NABC 2014: Dallas has 

been selected for the Spring NABC, 

March 20-31!! Congratulations, 

Dallas!!  

 

ACBL HEADQUARTERS:  Effec-

tive March 8, 2010, the new ACBL 

headquarters will be at Horn Lake , 

Mississippi.  

  

SEE YOU ALL  AT THE SPRING 

NATIONAL IN RENO, NEVADA. 
Barbara Martikin 

, Dallas 

NEW LIFE 

MASTERS 

Marilyn Jordan 

 Kingwood  

Mercedes Snyder 

 Kingwood  

Sylvia Thomas 

 Alvin  
Myrna Dorman 

 League City  

Norma Becker 

 Missouri City  

Betty Jean Reeves 

 Missouri City  

Brent McDaniel 

 Houston  

Claudia Parr 

 Houston  

Desa Lee-Laird  

Abilene 

Houston Celebrates Eric Snow Day 

Board of  

Governors 

Dewitt Hudson 

Playing in the  

Big Time by Ira Hessel 

 

We always appreciate the contribu-

tions of the D-Team (Dan Morse, 

Dewitt Hudson and David Sokolow) 

who so ably report on the three na-

tionals.  I would like to add a report 

from a playerôs perspective.  

  

Since semi-retiring in 2004, I have 

been able to attend most of the recent 

nationals. Itôs been doubly rewarding 

for me.  First,  the opportunity to test 

your bridge at all levels abounds and 

secondly,  I have made lasting friend-

ships with many interesting people. 
 

Playing in national pair games you 

soon realize that you really donôt 

need huge games to do well.  While a 

60% score often is out of the overall 

in a local tournament you can place 

reasonably high in a national with 4 

55% games. Two 60% games in the 

last two-sessions of a four-session 

pair game will often be in the top 5 

even with a poor carryover. With a 

decent carryover you just might win. 
 

At nationals there are so many play-

ers playing, that each day can have  

competitive games at all levels.  Even 

with over 700 players in the prestig-

ious Blue Ribbon Pairs, there were 

364 pairs coinciding in the mini-Blue 

Ribbon pairs for those with fewer 

than 5000 masterpoints. I am proud 

to say that 2 players from Dallas, 

cont. on page 10)  Nationals 

clean out and inventory the unit 

warehouse. Eric  has won the 

Jacoby Award, the Unit 174 Texas 

Star and ACBLôs Goodwill Volun-

teer of the Year. 
 

Thanks for everything, Eric! 

Youôre what makes District 16 

shine so brightly. 

 Toni and Eric Snow Tournament Chair Pat Levy and Eric 


